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CONSOLING AND STRENGTHENING ADVICE

​By Sr. Christine Hilliard, CSJ

Today's Gospel

Jesus said to the crowd: "They will seize and persecute you, they will hand

you over to the synagogues and to prisons, and they will have you led before

kings and governors because of my name. It will lead to your giving

testimony. Remember, you are not to prepare your defense beforehand, for I

myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking that all your adversaries will be

powerless to resist or refute. You will even be handed over by parents,

brothers, relatives, and friends, and they will put some of you to death. You

will be hated by all because of my name, but not a hair on your head will be

destroyed. By your perseverance you will secure your lives."

LUKE 21:12-19

Reflection

The early Christians encountered persecution from the home front (“you will

http://www.thecsd.org/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1kings/3?5
http://www.thecsd.org/


even be handed over by parents, brother, relatives, and friends”), as well as

from the leaders of their synagogue and the Roman state. Through these verses

Luke offers consolation and strength as believers face their suffering. Hearers

of this gospel would be able to identify concrete examples of the persecution

Jesus speaks about. During that time, they are not to be anxious. Not an easy

task! Ironically, the experience will “lead them to giving testimony” about their

faith life. What’s more, they are not to prepare a defense for themselves in

advance. (For some of us that would be a huge challenge!) They are told: “I

myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking that all your adversaries will be

powerless to resist or refute.” The Christian community is not to depend on

themselves for their defense. Imagine being in that position and literally

turning everything over to God . . . trusting that God will give whatever is

needed whenever it is needed.

The promise that “not even one hair on the disciple’s head will be harmed”

during persecution may seem strange. Basically it is an image that confirms the

ultimate spiritual protection for those Christians facing oppression.
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For Pondering

What would you consider the best spiritual advice you've received?



When have you experienced God giving you just what you needed?

How did you recognize it was God's gift?

What was your response?

For Prayer

Dear God,

teach me to begin anew—

to renew myself

along with all of Creation,

just as you renew

the entire world

each day.

Show me how I can

break free

of

the constraints of my habits,

the restraints of my insecurities,

the shackles of my unwarranted fears.
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