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ABOUT HISTORY'S FINAL CHAPTER

​By Sr. Christine Hilliard, CSJ

Today's Gospel

Jesus said to his disciples: "Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy

from carousing and drunkenness and the anxieties of daily life, and that day

catch you by surprise like a trap. For that day will assault everyone who lives

on the face of the earth. Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the

strength to escape the tribulations that are imminent and to stand before the

Son of Man."

LUKE 21:34-26 (NEW AMERICAN BIBLE)

“So keep your eyes straight. Do not let your hearts fall to the ground. Do not

give yourselves to drinking or worrying about your life’s possessions, or that

day will take you by surprise. For it will come without warning, to all who

live on the land, like a beaver that is snared in a trap. So stay on guard,

praying that you will find a safe path through this time and stand strong

before the True Human Being.”

http://www.thecsd.org/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/1kings/3?5
http://www.thecsd.org/


LUKE 21:34-36 (FIRST NATIONS VERSION)

Reflection

The ancient peoples understood the history of the world to be evolving in

stages. There was a “first stage” (creation) and, logically then at some point

there would be a “final stage.” The principle concern of apocalyptic literature

(which this section of Luke represents) is the understanding of the final stage of

the history of humanity and of the world. The images of the end of the current

world depict its coming apart initially (“the Great Tribulation”), then coming

together into the kingdom of God. The apocalyptic message is intended to

sustain faith and hope in God’s desire and power to save in the midst of

current oppression.

​Jesus urges certain behaviors during this “end of the world” time as his

disciples await his return and the coming of the kingdom of God. They must be

attentive to the present moment, i.e. “be vigilant at all times.” He urges: Don’t

let the anxieties of daily life (manifested in “carousing and drunkenness”)

dominate you, thus replacing your confidence in God. Rather be eagerly ready,

like the people of the Exodus, for God’s deliverance.
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For Pondering

What phrase in either of the reading translations catches your attention?

How might it form/inform your life today?

How do "end of the world" images and language affect your relationship

with God? With other people? With creation? With your daily life

behavior?

For Prayer

My God,

You and only you know

how strongly I want

to believe in you,

to put all my faith

in you alone.

Help me make this desire

a reality.

Help me perceive

your Presence

and draw strength from it

every moment of my life,

through every trial I face.

Let that recognition bolster

my faith in you ---

wherever I go,

whatever I do.
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