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The crowd in Philippi joined in the attack on Paul and Silas, and the
magistrates had them stripped and ordered them to be beaten with rods. After
inflicting many blows on them, they threw them into prison and instructed the
jailer to guard them securely. When he received these instructions, he put
them in the innermost cell and secured their feet to a stake. About midnight,
while Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God as the prisoners
listened, there was suddenly such a severe earthquake that the foundations of
the jail shook; all the doors flew open, and the chains of all were pulled loose.
When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his
sword and was about to kill himself, thinking that the prisoners had escaped.
But Paul shouted out in a loud voice, "Do no harm to yourself; we are all
here." He asked for a light and rushed in and, trembling with fear, he fell
down before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what
must I do to be saved?" And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus and you and
your household will be saved."
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ACTS 16:22-31

The Church in Philippi was a favorite of Paul. It was a place of believers
faithful to the teaching of the Gospel, and a place of strong community. In
addition, over time it had become a consistent source of financial support for
Paul’s itinerant ministry in the region of Macedonia and beyond. It must have
come as a shock to discover that a group of resistant Jews agitated against him
and led a number of people to stone him and Silas and throw them into prison.
The supportive and sympathetic family suddenly morphed into an ideological
mob bent on his destruction. Paul and Silas found themselves chained to a
stake in the deepest recesses of the prison.

When the earthquake destroyed both doors and shackles, Paul and Silas had a
ready exit at hand. But the well-trained Pharisee in Paul seemed to make him
reluctant to run afoul of law-enforcement, and he chose not to escape. What
seemed to be a reckless choice of conscience became a point of passage to yet
another miraculous encounter and conversion in Paul’s multi-cultural journey
of evangelization. All of us on our personal paths of faith are met with
situations in which we are tempted to step aside, avoiding the other out of fear
that we might meet with adversity or an uncomfortable moment. Paul provides
us with an example of spiritual courage and hope that invites encounter rather
than escape. We are not likely to find ourselves shackled in a foreign jail, but we
can certainly be trapped by our human uncertainty in a way that prevents the
sort of spiritual communion that transforms strangers into friends and
companions on the path of God.
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"Acts 16 v29 - The Jailer at Philippi comes before Paul asking how to be saved" by fz1844 is marked with Public

Domain Mark 1.0. To view the terms, visit https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/?

¢ Where have you encountered strangers in your life, whom you were
tempted to avoid because of cultural stereotypes or religious mistrust?




e Has your upbringing tended to promote an attitude of mistrust over
openness toward those who are different?

e Have you made choices over the years that could have led to difficulty but
instead led to a unique and rewarding connection with an other in your
life?

If you enjoy reading our reflections and would like to make
a donation towards this ministry, click the button below!

Support CSD

!J Center for
-‘?“é‘-ﬂ Spiritual
Yc  Development

COMPANIONS ON THE
SACRED JOURNEY

Visit Website 714-744-3172 Join Mailing
List

To “Unsubscribe” from the daily reflections while remaining on our general mailing list,
please email us. The unsubscribe function below will unsubscribe you from all emails



https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=XEZXL6DVPX7NG&source=url
http://www.thecsd.org/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/CCgPGfA/OTR?source_id=e7b82510-b705-44f5-a3d8-bba5af9545e7&source_type=em&c=
https://www.facebook.com/TheCSDOrange/
https://www.instagram.com/centerforspiritualdevelopment/
mailto:thecsd@csjorange.org

from CSD. Please know we will never share your information.

Center for Spiritual Development | 434 A South Batavia Street, Orange, CA 92868 714-744-
3175

Unsubscribe slongbotham@csjorange.org

Update Profile |[Constant Contact Data
Notice

Sent bythecsd@csjorange.org


https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
mailto:thecsd@csjorange.org

